Family Education Night

Reading for Success: The Value of
Completing Kumon’s Reading Program

Jennifer Jensen
Kumon of Tacoma — North End
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AThe purpose of this presentation is to demonstrate how advanced study and completion of
the reading program will equip students with essential skills for academic success and for
life.
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AThepresentation will takepproximately 3dninutes with a 15 minute Q&A at the end.
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Reading for Fun
Declines with Age

* 82% percent of children ages 5-8 “love”
reading.

* 68% of children 8-12 “read for fun.”

* Among 15-17 year olds, only 20% “like”
or “love” reading.
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AThe number of Americans who read for pleasure is declining and has actually been dropping
for decades. One of the main reasons reading enjoyment declines with age $utiahts
often lack the necessary comprehension skills to read more difficult work.

ATheKumon Reading Prograteaches students to be active daily readers and provides them
the tools to become competent readers who can pick up any written material and fully
comprehend the text. The worksheets expose students to rich literature and authors from
around the world Most importantly, Instructors encourage students to pursue their interests
or curiosity through daily reading.

Ay dzY 2 Re@oinmended Reading Ligives students hundreds of works to read and
introduces students to internationally acclaimed authors, historical and cultural perspectives
and new ways of thinking.

AThroughout the reading levels, students are instilled with advanced comprehension skills
that allow a deeper understanding of the material, fostering a lifetime love of reading.

Data:
MA Scholastic Inc. survey



Trends in U.S. Reading Scores

Trend in Average Reading Scores for Students Age 9 and 17
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Main messageDeveloping strong reading skills at an early age and maintaining them is
imperative to success as a child develops in his or her academic career.

The chart depicts the average reading scores from 1984 to 2008 among 9 year olds and 17 year
olds on a 504point scale. As you can see, over the past 20 years, the average reading score for
9 year olds has increased by 8 points from 212 to 220. However, for 17 years olds, the average
reading score dropped by 4 points from 290 to 286 between 1984 and 2008.

This may contribute to lower proficiency rates on college entry exams and in ctéhegle
English courses.

Kumon students have an advantage because they read daily. Reading is an essential life skill,
and developing strong reading comprehension skills and fluency cannot stop once you learn to
read, or reach a basic reading level.
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individualized reading program is focused on building advanced comprehension skills so
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the ability to comprehend the material in complex textbooks and the ability to understand
written instructions for assignments.

Explaining the chart

AThis disparity in reading skill improvements betweeye@rolds and 1#ear olds may reflect
broader differences in the academic and social climate of those age groups.

ADeveloping strong reading skills at an early age and maintaining them is imperative to success
as a child grows in his or her academic career.




Modern Communication
Texting, IM, Blogging, Twittering

« LOL

* BBFN

« KPC

* BFF

* IMO

* JAM
L8R
i12cu

* cul8rk?
9

m o 7 E |
- =
| " B | i
e |
AN\ 3
| L - |
. ]

KUMON

MATH. READING. SUCCESS.

Awith the constant changes in the way we communieggting on cell phones and instant
messaging online, people are more casual in their written communication.

AThe Kumon curriculum puts an emphasis on spelling, vocabulary, and concise writing.
Especially in the higher levels where vocabulary exercises introduce Greek and Latin suffixes,
prefixes and roots, vital for the SAT, as well as exams that are required for graduate school or
annual exams: medical boards, etc.
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Textmessage answers:

LOL Lots of Love or Laugh out Loud
BBFNBye Bye For Now

KPC Keeping Parents Clueless
BFFBest Friend Forever

IMO: In My Opinion

JAM Just a Minute

L8R Later

il2cu=| Want to See You

cu 18r k?= See You Later, Ok?
9: Parent is Watching




Career Advancement

Percentage of Employers Who Rate Job Entrants as Deficient in
Applied Skills
.| High school graduates College graduates deficient
deficientin: in:
Written communication 81% | Written communication 28%
Leadership 73% | Leadership 24%
Professionalism/work ethic | 70% | Professionalism/work ethic 19%
Critical Thinking/problem 70% | Critical Thinking/problem 17%
" | solving solving
Lifelong learning/self 58% | Lifelong learning/self direction | 14%
direction
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written communication skills.

Employerswvant independent problem solvers and independent critical thinkeReading is
ubiquitous. To be an independent, practive learner, students must have advanced reading
skills.

Y dzY 2 Re@Qding Program works to build a strong foundation in reading and writing from
the beginning. Students progress through the levels while gaining essential comprehension
and critical thinking skills which are vital to the workplace

Having advanced reading and writing skills is especially important because:

AMany job positions ask potential employeessigbmit writing examplet gauge reading and
writing abilities.

A dzariySaa SESOdziA@oSa ale Ylye NBadzySa GKIF
even get to the interview stage because tgplicant appears unable to meet rising job
demands for capable reading and writing.

AMore than 60% of readers with proficient literacy levels have jobs in management, business,
financial, or professional sectors, while just 18% of readers with only basic literacy levels are
employed in those sectors (National Endowment for the Arts, 2007).
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Literacy Proficiency Directly
Impacts Future Earnings

* 18% of adults with below-basic literacy
levels earn less than $300 a week.

* Adults with proficient literacy levels are
five times as likely to earn $1,950 or
more a week.

KUMON

MATH. READING. SUCCESS.

Literacy proficiency directly impacts an individuals future earnings.

Ay dzY 2 Regding Program provides students with the necessary skills to excel not only in
school but throughout their lifetime. Students today are not just competing on a local or
national level but on a global level and it is imperative they have the skills to succeed.
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comprehension skills.

Consider College an Investment

Did you know that, according to a 2007 College Board SHediycation Paygpeople
with a bachelor's degree eawver 60 percent more than those with only a high school
diploma? Over a lifetime, the gap in earning potential between a high school diploma
and a B.Ais more than $800,000n other wordswhatever sacrifices yomake for
your college education in the short term are more than repaid in the long term.

Note: Cost and aid figures are from the College Board's Trends in College Pricing 2009,
Trends in Student Aid 2009, and Education Pays 2007. Learn more onlineledoas
in Higher Educatiowebsite.



http://www.collegeboard.com/html/trends
http://www.collegeboard.com/html/trends

Side note:This presentation does not review tHewer levels 7A3A. This presentation is
geared at families who have students in Levels Al atabve or are thinking abouthe Kumon

program. 7A-3A focus on learning to read deciphering words. This presentation focuses on
the rest treading to learn.



